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Bangladesh’s MDG 4 success 

Source: Bangladesh Demographic and Health Surveys 
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Most causes of under-5 deaths are declining in Bangladesh 

Source: Bangladesh Demographic and Health Surveys 

Under-5 Deaths per  
1,000 live births 



Context: Low GDP, Weak Health System 

Sources: Measure DHSS, UN, World Data Bank 



Contributing Factors: Reliance on Evidence 



Contributing Factors:   
Ability to Scale Up Simple Interventions 





Time trend in 
contraceptive use 
prevalence in four 
service areas of  the 
Family Planning 
Health Services 
Project, 1977-84 

Increased Use of Contraceptives Contributing Factors: Concomitant Emphasis on Family 
Planning  



Total Fertility Rates, Bangladesh 
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Total Fertility Rates, Bangladesh 



Bangladesh has made the 
largest gain in overage of alll 
eight indicator  interventions 
across the continuum of care 

Source: 2012 Report of Countdown to 2015 

Contributing Factors: Integrated Interventions 



Government of 
Bangladesh 

NGO’s 

Multilateral/Bilateral 
Donors 

Academic Institutions 

Contributing Factors: Pluralistic Approach 

Private Sector 



Contributing factors: 
Education and 
empowerment of 
women 
 

• Education:  proportion 
of girls attending 
primary school is higher 
than boys 
 

• Women’s participation 
in economic activity has 
increased from 8% in 
1983 to 57% in 2011 
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Zinc + ORT
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Example: ORS and Zinc Therapy 

• Reliance on evidence: 
multiple icddr,b trials 

• Rapid scale up and 
nationwide delivery by 
CHWs both in the 
government and non-
government sectors 

• Integration with other 
interventions 

• Public-private partnership 
in supply of ORS and Zn  

 

(78% ORS) 

Source: Bangladesh Demographic and Health Survey 2011 



 Lessons Learned: 
 Success in achieving MDG4 is  

possible despite low GDP and 
weak health system 

 Focus on simple, scalable, 
evidence-based interventions  

 Integration of health and 
family planning 

 Creating space for multiple 
players 

 Ensuring equity by deploying 
women as frontline  workers, 
and increasing educaton and 
empowerment of women 

         


