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In times of crisis, what often makes headlines is the international
response. But in most cases, those who provide the initial lifesaving care
are health workers from the very communities affected.

Features homepage
All features by year, topic and WHO region

Online Q&A

WHO works with governments and partners to equip, train and prepare Answers to topical questions
community health workers worldwide to provide critical care for millions of
people affected by natural disasters, war and other crises, and the health

risks that follow.

Fact files
10 facts and photos on health topics

UNICEF/Comaelia Walther

Local health workers help ensure equity in health at grassroots levels -
urban and remote - and contribute to country efforts to ensure health care for all, particularly the poor,
underserved and underprivileged. These workers are trained in hygiene, first aid, immunization and other
essential primary health care services and form the backbone of any emergency health response.

This photo essay highlights the critical role these workers play in saving lives by preparing for and responding
to emergencies.

Read the photo story

Related links

Health Action in Crises
WHO Programme on Disease Control in Humanitarian Emergencies

Community health workers
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COVID-19 | PUBLIC HEALTH | PANDEMICS | ACCESS TO CARE | SYSTEMS OF CARE

To Strengthen The Public Health Response To
COVID-19, We Need Community Health Workers

Denise O. Smith, Ashley Wennerstrom
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Country Case Studies

South Sudan Yemen West Africa Bangladesh
(conflict) (conflict) (Ebola) (flooding)



Previous webinar on case studies:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bFk 4KPDzsl|


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bFk_4KPDzsI

h

g Y PO B

3




ODbjective:

A To map the existing evidence and to document the
experiences with health and nutrition service
delivery by CHWSs In humanitarian settings.




A Searchof 9 databases

A Grey literature requested

A Reference screening

A Systematic review of 3,709 documents

A 219 included in review (175 peeeviewed articles)




RESULTS



