@ School as a Platform
to Control Malaria

The case for cross-sectoral investment

Malaria is a serious illness for children,
especially in Africa
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Approximately 1 in 2 children in Africa, or 200

million children ages 5-14, are at risk of malaria®
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Infections negatively affect school performance
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Targeting malaria interventions to school-age children

is an effective way to prevent & control malaria
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Malaria control campaigns improve students’ attention in class,
years of schooling completed, as well as the grades they achieve® "
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é Role of Schools

Schools can deliver interventions to
reduce malaria infection

Prior to transmission season

« Age-appropriate lessons on malaria transmission help students
take up health promoting behaviors and recognize the clinical
symptoms of malaria infection

« Schools can distribute bed nets annually to help protect
students from mosquito bites

During periods of transmission

« Teachers can recognize students with signs of suspected malaria
infection and quickly refer students to health facilities or
community health workers for treatment

Year round activities

« Schools can engage health workers to ensure asymptomatic and
symptomatic infections among students are being correctly
tested and treated

« School surveys can be a useful tool to monitor malaria infection
among students, frequency of sleeping under a bed net, and
understanding of malaria education

DID YOU KNOW?

INTERVENTIONS THAT IMPROVE STUDENT HEALTH ALSO BENEFIT THE
BROADER COMMUNITY THROUGH REDUCED TRANSMISSION AND
INCREASED INCOME GENERATING OPPORTUNITIES

Both the education & health sectors
have a role to play
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« Provides access through the « Ensures the technical rigor of the
school platform to malaria malaria prevention and control
prevention and control messages
interventions

« Supports the distribution of
 Incorporates malaria education bednets
into the curriculum

« Establishes a process for testing
« Ensures teachers are properly and referral for treatment
trained with malaria-specific between schools and health

knowledge facilities ‘
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Click for more school health

& nutrition resources
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